A Vision for the Future of Japan-Sudan Relations

July 31st, 2021 marks my first anniversary
since I have assumed the role of the Am-
bassador of Japan to the Republic of the
Sudan. First and foremost, I would like to
express my heartfalt gratitude to the Gov-
ermmment and people of Sudan. as well as
owr intemational partners. for welcoming
me and cooperating with Japan.

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to
ravage the “orld. '.hxs past wyear has been
g count-
less lives across the globe. I.n spite of this
backdrop, I have wi d the

spint and the unwavenng will of the Suda-
nese nation towxrdachxe\'mg peace and sta-
bility, d and

recovery. all of which are fundamental to
improve the lives of the Sudanese people.

In this respect. the Government of Japan
has played a humble yet meaningful role
in supporting Sudan. Allow me to pick up
night where I had left off - in my previous
article. I had vowed that Japan would serve
as a reliable development and humanitan-
an supporter and as an economic partner of
Sudan. In this piece. I would like to share
how Japan has upheld its promises so far.

As a devel, and h

rity. Furthermore, Japan has also provided
assistance to Sudan m other fields as well.
Recent projects include providing a 2.72
million USD grant for food assistance and
constructing a vocational training center
for Mycetoma patients.

At the same time, the aconomic progress of
Sudan is an equally crucial pillar in build-
ing the future of Sudan. In this regard. Tam
positive that Japan could play an effective
and constructive role as a business and in-
vestment partmer of Sudan.

Prior to my Ambassadorship, I have de-
voted the entirety of my career to bridzu

nese public-private jomt business delega-
tion to Sudan since 2011. This would be
the perfect opportunity for Japanese firms
to observe the economic potential Sudan
possesses with their ovn eyes.
The third step is to hold a Japan-Sudan In-
vestment Conference in Tokyo. This would
provide an opportunity for Sudanese busi-
nesses to expose themselves to and reach a
wider auds n ing and displ
ing the country’s vast economic potential.
Fmally, the fowrth step is to conclude sev-
eral Memoranda of bndezstandmg on part-
nerships b Sud.
firms on the margins of the Sﬂz Tokyo In-
1 C on Afiican Devel-

Japanese and African businesses in my ca-
pacity in the private sector. Thus, it 1s an
honor for me to spearhead the efforts to
promote stronger and closer ues between

opment (TICADS), planned to be held next
year in Tunisia. This opportunity would al-
low Japan and Sudan to display their close
economic ties and shed light on the busi-

sup-
porter. Japan has confributed to Sudan
through international and bilateral avenues.
At the intermational level. on June 2nd. Ja-
pan co-hosted the COVAX AMC Summit
in partnership with Gavi. The purpose of
this Summit was to raise additional funding
to secure v vaccines for deval

ing countries by the end of 2021 thmugh
the COVAX Facility scheme COVAX
Facility aims to ensure equitable access
to safe, effective, and quality-assured vac-
cines under the premise that we will leave
no one’s health behind. based on the con-
cept of Human Security, in order to attain
the ultimate goal of overcoming the COV-

the T and Sud b com- ness and investment opportunities in Su-

munities and economies on behalfof Japan.  dan.
Remarks WM Hattori One outcome that I would like to achievein These steps do not just look zood on pa-
the economic realm is to establish a multi- per: in fact. I have already begun trans-
tional 800 million USD and ly faceted bil 1 rel hip by g- lating words into action. In May. I have
30 million doses of i f: d ing collab and D among 1 hed the Japan-Sudan Business Co-
in Japan to the recipients at the appropriate and b the industry- in collaboration with
time when circumstances allow. Japan will academia nexus of the two countries. Aca the Sud = The se of
continue providing assistance to tackle the alamng pom!. 1 believe £ this C; is twofold; it will not only

demic through this 1 1 frame- the T: and Suda- serve as a platform for chaning inf

work, based on the principle of equity. nese ities is of and add issues to improve the busi-
Namowing down the focus specifically on nnponam:e Given that both Japanese and ness environment in Sudan, but also as a
Sudan Japan has provided devel are not kb d by platf to bring ther and match firms

and humanitarian support to Sudan in van-
ous flelds through both intemational and
bilateral channels. Starting with the field of

the near-sighted rent-seeking attitude. but
are mstead adept at long-term thinking. I

from Japan and Sudan for futuwre joint busi-
ness opp ities. Still being m its early

belxewe there would be gmreat chemxstrv
the two busi to

public health and hygiene. for Ja-
pan has contmbuted almost 1 million USD
to provide critical health services to con-
flict-affected children and women in the
context of COVID-19 through UNICEF,
and also confributed approximately 2 mil-
Lon USD to build commumity resilience
through improved access to water through

forge a strong partnership.

In order to accomplish this goal. I have
created a roadmap, which comprises four
steps. The first step 1s to welcome a Suda-
nese business delegation to Japan. This vis-
it will serve as an opportunity not only for
the bust of both les to interact

stages, I look forward to further develop-
1ing this platform as the anchor of Japan and
Sudan’s business ties.

The hardship inflicted upon b &
the past year has accentuated the impor-
tance of intemational cooperation Japan
will continue to stand alongside the Suda-
nese people as a supponex and partner to

these To lude, I

ILO. In addition. Japan has bil, lly of-

ID-19 pandemic. fered ambulances and vaccine delivery with each other and build relationships in-
Sudan is one of the 92 of the CO- hicles, as well as providing support for person, but also to resume politically high-

VAX Facility program. and in fact received water and waste level p 1 b the two
its first Oxford-AstraZeneca doses in early These projects reflect our emphasis on uni- coumnes

March. Japan plans to coninbute an addi-

versal health coverage and Human Secu-

The second step is to receive the first Japa-

believe that this past year has been a fut-
ful one for Japan-Sudan relations, and I
will spare no effort to elevate the bilateral
relationship to reach even greater heights
in the coming years.




