Remarks by H.E. Ambassador Urabayashi
On the Occasion of the Press Conference organized by UNICEF
On the 25th of April 2018
Dr. Altahir Abdulrahman, Director of International Health, Ministry of Health
Mr. Abdullah Fadil, Representative of UNICEF Sudan
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Sabah al Kheir
It is my great pleasure to be here today to announce the launching of a new project, funded by the Government of Japan and implemented by UNICEF. I would like to start by expressing my gratitude to Mr. Abdullah Fadil, Representative of UNICEF Sudan, and his staff for organizing this press conference. Also, please allow me to laud the tireless efforts made by UNICEF, in close coordination with the Sudanese Government, in addressing the serious conditions children face in Sudan. 

This year, the government of Japan has decided to provide 10 million USD for the humanitarian and developmental projects through the international organizations active in Sudan. This amount includes 2 million USD for the project “Integrated Response to Conflict Affected Children in Sudan’s Darfur and South Kordofan States”.
This project will enhance child survival and protection through the delivery of an integrated package of life-saving basic services which includes; health, education, nutrition and the integration of water and sanitation hygiene in the areas affected by conflicts.

In Sudan, a country which faces high rates of infant and under-5 mortality, a special attention needs to be given to the survival and protection of children, especially in areas like Jabel Marra and South Kordofan. These children should grow up with their fundamental rights respected just like any other children elsewhere in the world.
Japan supports UNICEF Sudan in its efforts for creating a better, more fulfilling future for Sudan’s young generation. We believe that enabling children will strengthen their resilience and will contribute to achieving a more developed and peaceful future for Sudan. 
As I conclude, I hope our contribution enables UNICEF and its partners to address the challenges facing vulnerable sectors, particularly children and women, who are affected by the protracted regional conflicts and the influx of South Sudanese Refugees in these targeted areas. 
Shkran Jazeeran
