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Joint Press Release
Ambassador of Japan to Sudan, H.E. Mr. Urabayashi visits UNOPS, JICA and WFP projects in
West Darfur State.

A Japanese Delegation led by the Ambassador of Japan to Sudan, H.E. Shinji Urabayashi paid
a two-day visit to West Darfur on the 5" and 6" November 2018. They arrived to a rousing
and warm welcome by State government authorities, the UN, local community members and
beneficiaries of Japan funded projects for UNOPS, JICA and WFP. This is the first visit by the
Ambassador of Japan to West Darfur.

The purpose of the visit was to understand the context in West Darfur and to see first-hand the
impact of the projects being implemented by United Nations Office for Project

Services (UNOPS), Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Wold Food Program
(WFP) in West Darfur.

First, they attended the Handover ceremony for “Emergency Intervention for Accessing Water
in Five Darfur States” which is being implemented by UNOPS in Tanjiki, West Darfur. The
objective of this project is to provide access to clean drinking water to communities residing in
the rural areas in five Darfur states in safe and effective manner particularly for women and
children. The Project also aims to build capacity of state water corporation teams in each state
and to raise awareness of water usage and hygiene in the community to enhance sustainability
of the facility and to promote the health in the area in the long run. In 2017, the Government of
Japan supported the project with USD 1,011,000 USD which enable UNOPS to construct two
water yards in two States of Darfur, and upgrade four existing hand pump facilities, rehabilitate
one water yard, construct water supply pipe line to five health service facilities, conduct
capacity building of SWC staff and WASH education/community awareness workshops in five
Darfur States. The project will reach 49,375 community members in the five states of Darfur.



The delegation continued the health centre in Tanjiki which is supported by the JICA project for
Strengthening Peace through the Improvement of Public Services in Three Darfur States (SMAP
I1). The project focuses capacity development of government staff working in the health, water,
employment and monitoring and evaluation sectors in order to improve provision of public
services in three Darfur States (North, South and West). The Ambassador expressed his
appreciation for the warm welcome and support by the community. A representative of the
community, Mohamed lbrahim Mohamed, expressed his appreciation for the generous support
from Japan, saying “we are very happy, and we thank them for their active support in the field of
water and health”.

In the evening of the first day of the visit, the delegation was invited by H.E. Mr. Yassin Hussein
Hamd, the Wali of the State, to the official dinner. In his remarks during the dinner, the Wali
expressed profound gratitude for the financial contributions by the government of Japan as
well as the work being done by UNOPS, JICA and WFP toward the recovery and development of
the State. He especially appreciated the assistance in the water field as it contributes to the
consolidation of Peace in the state.

On his part, H.E Ambassador Urabayashi stated that he was very happy to see how the Japan-
funded projects help the local population and was overwhelmed by the warm welcome of the
local population in Tanjiki, which is a proof that the project is well appreciated by them. He also
said that he is proud that Japan is supporting the Sudanese people in critical fields to their lives
such as water and health.

On the second day of the visit, the Ambassador visited WFP projects in West Darfur State,
including a visit to Krinding one camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs). He met with
beneficiaries participating in a project funded by the government of Japan, called Food
Assistance for Asset (FFA), which aims at meeting IDPs’ food demand while building self-
reliance though productive activities. The delegation saw a local school which the community
has worked together to build. He also visited Al-Sultan camp where the innovative cash
programme also funded by Japan is being implemented to give beneficiaries greater autonomy
and choice. Japan is one of WFP’s significant donors who continue to support a range of
projects across Sudan.

For more information, please contact:
Mr. Yuma Kajihara, Third Secretary, Embassy of Japan in Sudan
Ms. Mio Kamiyanagi, Communication focal point, UNOPS Sudan
Phone: +249-991630693 Email: MioK@unops.org
Ms. Tomoko Ono, Representative, JICA Sudan, Ono.Tomoko@jica.go.jp
Ms Belinda Popovska, Communications Officer, WFP, camila.urbina@wfp.org
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The school constructed by IDPs in Krinding one camp through FFA activities
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